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Reconnaissance Landslide Map of the Healdsburg
15-minute Quadrangle, Sonoma County, California
by
Carl M. Wentworth
consisting of the Healdsburg, Guerneville, Geyserville,
and Jimtown 7% minute quadrangles

This map of landslide and other surficial deposits gives a preliminary
indication of the distribution of landslides in the Healdsburg 15-minute
quadrangle. In combination with other data, particularly bedrock geology,
slope steepness, and hydrology, the landslide information can aid land-use
decisions where slope stability may be of concern. Where the presence of
landslides proves important, more detailed geologic study than is represented
by this preliminary evaluation may be warranted. See Nilson and others (1079)
for terminclogy, methods, and application of such data in the San Francisco
Bay region: this report is reference U} (Healdsburg) of their landslide
compilation of the region (their fig. 39). See Blake and others (1971) and
McLaughlin (1978: parts of Geyserville and Jimtown quadrangles) for geology of
the area.

The map was prepared in 1970-1972 by stereographic interpretation of
aerial photographs at scales of 1:20,000-1:30,000 and 1:80,000, supplemented
by limited field reconnaissance. Landslides evident in the landscape were
identified by the presence of such characteristic topographic features as
scarps, closed depressions, and downslope bulges that contrast with adjacent,
undeformed terrain.

Debris flows and other kinds of landslides that, while potentially very
damaging, exist as landslides only briefly during their rapid downslope
movement are not represented on the maps. Debris flows (Smith and Hart, 1982)
may be common in steep terrain in the area during severe rainstorms.
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